Modulation of immune response by B7 family molecules in tumor microenvironments.
The importance of co-stimulatory and co-inhibitory molecules has been confirmed on a grand scale; with the identification of new B7 family molecules, possessing both immune activating and inhibiting functions, this family has exploded onto the scene of immune regulation. Nowhere, however, has the role of B7 family members been more apparent than in the fight against cancer. In this review, we will discuss recent data regarding the essential and complex role of B7 family members in regulating the immune response within tumor microenvironment.